
                                               
 

8 September 2021 

Joint Media Release 
 

Celebrating the newly refurbished Northern Command Police 

Headquarters  

  

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Internal Affairs, the Honourable Alatoi Ishmael 

Kalsakau and Australia’s High Commissioner to Vanuatu, Her Excellency Sarah deZoeten 

joined Vanuatu’s Police Commissioner Col. Robson Iavro and Luganville Lord Mayor Peter 

Patty in celebrating the Vanuatu Police Force’s newly refurbished Northern Command Police 

Headquarters in Luganville, Espiritu Santo yesterday, 8 September 2021. 

The headquarters were damaged during Tropical Cyclone Harold in April 2020 which 

destroyed all of the building’s front windows and doors and damaged the roof, resulting in 

severe water damage throughout the building.   

H.E deZoeten said “this cooperation is an excellent example of the intersection between 

Vanuatu and Australia’s strong partnership in security, humanitarian support and economic 

recovery, as well as how we stand together to face shared challenges in good times and in bad 

times.”  

Supported by Australia, works to the headquarters have included roofing, plumbing and 

electrical repairs and measures to increase the building’s ability to withstand cyclones. They 

have also included creation of a VPF Professional Standards Unit and refurbishment of the 

Criminal Investigation Department. Australia also supported post-cyclone repairs to SANMA 

Police Station and Tiroas Barracks in Luganville.  

The Deputy Prime Minister said “this refurbishment of Northern Command represents a new 

start. I encourage all officers of Northern Command to ‘wear their uniforms on the inside’ 

and live the values of the Vanuatu Police Force. I trust the VPF will use these new assets well 

to serve the people of Northern Vanuatu.” 
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The refurbished Northern Command Police Headquarters will provide secure and resilient 

infrastructure to support the Vanuatu Police Force to coordinate and deliver essential security 

and humanitarian services to communities across Vanuatu’s north. 

The Governments of Vanuatu and Australia are working together to enhance Vanuatu Police 

Force capability across Vanuatu. This includes ongoing training cycles for new VPF recruits, 

the broader Cook and Tiroas Barracks Redevelopment and a new Police Post in Epi. 
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